
Post 38 Membership Minutes 

6/3/2024 

Meeting called to order @ 1900 hrs 

  

Roll Call of Officers and Committee Members: Ed Domek (Cmdr), Jan Hoffman (1st Vice), Jarrod Coulter (2nd Vice), 

Jonathon Reid (3rd Vice), Wade Van Ryzin (FO), Dave Baumann (Adj.), Bob Johnson (Chp), Bill Burton (SaA). 

Excused –Bill Trombley (SO) , Wayne Senneke (Asst Sgt at Arms).. 

 

Guests, new members, and dignitaries recognized – Linda Breitzman (Unit 38 President.), Rose Heinz (Unit 38 

Secretary), Robin Billings, Sharon Allen, Debra Ragen, Mark Toll (Past Dept. SaA), Ray Gass (OC Adjutant), Eric 

Stadler (Field Cmndr Scarlet Guard), Andrew White, Garrett Hoffman, Diane Johnson, John Hoffman, Jim Walls, Sandy 

Walls, Mark Young (Past Cmd Post 315 MI), David Wood, Cindy Hoffman, Carol Schwates, and scholarship winners 

Gavin Benz & Joshua Hartlep. 

New members – Mike Elliot, Gedfrey Gedfery. 

 

Member Attendance: There were 46 members and 22 guests/dignitaries in attendance. 

 

Executive meeting Minutes/Report for the 5/29/2023 Executive meeting. Minutes held for general membership. 

Post meeting Minutes for the 5/6/2023 Post meeting: The minutes will be filed, with corrections as noted. 

 
Service Officer’s Reports: 

Veteran referrals: no requests for assistance. 

Funeral Honor Guard: May 2024 – 5 funeral, 39 personnel and 110 manhours. Need new members. See 

Rick Eisenach/Joe Jackson. Joe Jackson is taking over as chairman of the Honor Guard. 

Camp American Legion: Kevin recommends getting a quote for a heating and cooling on the cabin. Kevin was 

able to secure a $500 donation from the Neenah/Menasha Elks Club #676, and Kevin matched it. He also supplied 

a price list for various recommendations for a replacement. Jonathan Reid supplied Kevin with a contact for 

installation for the heat pump. Wishlist for CAL is included and has been updated as of last year. Go to 

https://www.campamericanlegion.org/how-to-apply or call camp to make a reservation. The CDR will check with 

the brat fry committee to see if they’ll donate the additional $600 Kevin is trying to raise money for. 

1st Vice Commander’s Report:  

Membership: 537/ 530 – 101.32%. If you have sent in your renewal there is a lag time between renewal and  

processing. The new membership year starts July 1st. Cards will be at all Post meeting if you would like to renew  

before or after the meeting. 

2nd Vice Commander’s Report:  

Policies and Procedures Committee: No Update  

Fox Valley Veterans Council: Treasurer role temporarily filled. Next meeting will be on Thursday June 20th @ 

6:00pm at 10th Frame. If you are a Veteran in need, you can apply for assistance using this link 

https://www.foxvalleyveterans.org/vef or by calling the Council at 920.358.0662  

Badger Boys: We've received multiple requests for scholarships, and Sherry Hicks from Department has stated 

they will help with assigning the scholarships to applicants. Dates are June 9th -15th 2024 at University of Eau 

Claire. 

Baseball: Legion Baseball will start on June 6th, JV team on June 9th. Looking forward to opening day. There will 

be games during the Department Convention weekend. Come and enjoy. 

Boy Scouts: No Updates  

Oratorical: No Updates 

Scarlet Guard:  

• The 73rd Appleton Flag Day Parade will be on Saturday, June 8, 2024. All veterans as well as any American 

Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and/or Sons of the American Legion members from any Post family are 

welcomed to march with us. Please refer to the attached flyer for more information and share it with others. The 

more we have participating the more of an impact we will make on the thousands of spectators and television 

viewers. It will be very helpful if those wanting to participate in this event let me know in advance. 

• We will be presenting the colors at three Wisconsin Timber Rattlers games this season. 

• We have been asked to lead the Brillion Optimist Club’s Electric Parade again this year on the evening of Friday, 

June 7, 2024. 

https://www.campamericanlegion.org/how-to-apply


• The Appleton City Band has asked us to present the colors and the service flags during their patriotic concert on 

Tuesday, July 2, 2024, at 7:00 PM, in Appleton’s Pierce Park. 

• We will be posting and retrieving the colors for the Department of Wisconsin Convention in July 2024. 

• New members are always welcome. Marching in parades is not mandatory. Contact Eric Stadler for information 

at 920.450.6907 or email estadler@trustwf.com. 

3rd Vice Commander’s Report: Club continues to host events. Many things are already planned for 2024. Flags arrived 

for sale. Bags started, Brat Fry has started. Flag Retirement on June 14th. 

Events Committee: Events committee is formed with members from the entire Legion family. Next meeting will be held 

June 26th at 1830 hours. Meeting will now be quarterly. 

Adjutant’s Report: 

Bills: No bills  

Correspondence: Thank You letter from Scholarship recipient Noelle Luebke. Thank you letter from the Grand 

Chute Summer Adventure Camp program for our $250 donation. 

Finance Officer’s Report:  

As of 4/30/2024-Starting balance $19,205.81, 12 withdrawals totaling $4,593.09, 4 deposits totaling $9,251.65. 

Ending balance of $23,864.37. The membership deposit account had transfers in of $1,000.00, reflected in the 

withdrawals above. National withdrawals add to $396.00. The account started with $1,000.61 and the ending 

balance is $1,604.61. Interest added $0.00. Savings Account #1 has a starting balance of $89,381.52. A dividend 

of $0.00 was paid and a transfer of $0.00 was made which is reflected in the above accounts for a balance of 

$89,381.52. 

This gives us a balance sheet value of $114,850.50. 

Education Fund/Scholarship: Beginning account balance $7,678.09. Income distribution $0.18, Change in  

Securities value $-81.26. Portfolio Net Change $-81.08, ending balance $7,597.01. Investments-Fixed Income  

- Muni $6,123.96, Money Market Cash $1,473.05, Account total $7,597.01. There is also $46,619.18 within the 

Fox Valley Community Foundation. Deductions of $48.86 have been subtracted. Investment loss of $1,418.78 are 

included. $0 in Scholarship funds were deducted. Total Scholarship Account $54,186.19. 

Finance and Budgeting: No new updates. 

Audit: Jan Hoffman, Bob Johnson, Wayne Senneke will audit the books. Date TBD. 

Long Range and Strategic Planning: No new updates 

Post Chaplain’s Report: Post has plots available at Riverside. Forms need to be completed and approved by Commander 

or Adjutant/Service Officer along with a $250.00 fee. Those interested, contact Deb Debruin  

At Riverside or Chaplain Bob Johnson. 

Visiting and Volunteer: Volunteers are needed and welcomed. 

Deceased:  Don Meuleman – 4-10-24 

Recuperating at home or a Nursing Care Facility/Hospital: 

Bill Trombley 

Please keep any our sick/ill members in your thoughts and notify Bob Johnson if anyone is recovering from 

surgery or any other illnesses so we can get them in the newsletter, thank you. 

Bob Johnson-Post 38 Chaplain’s Office E-mail: rjohnson4116@gmail.com Phone # 920-454-0842 

Quartermaster: Flags on order. 

Historian: No new update. Working on getting pictures of the building over the years. 

Buildings and Grounds: No new update. 

House Committee: Kitchen floor drain was snaked out and is working better. Ice machine works and is cleaned. Staffing 

is an ongoing issue.  There are new drink chips-but have not been utilized at this time. The policy for when 

someone can eat at the bar on Fridays is as follows; People can eat at the bar before 3 PM when there isn’t a 

waitress for the hall. Pizzas and appetizers can be eaten at the bar anytime. Meetings are normally on the 2nd 

Monday @ 5:30pm (1730 hours) unless a holiday or event. Visit www.LegionMenu.com for updated menu. The 

next meeting will be June 10th @ 1730 hrs. 

Additional Standing Committees:  

Communications: Check out our Facebook page (appleton american legion post no. 38 - Search Results | 

Facebook) and our website (Johnston-Blessman Post 38 (appletonpost38.org)). 

Fundraising: Jan has raffle tickets so we have them Department Convention in July. Octoberfest wristband booth 

application has been submitted. Brat Fry started April 3rd. 

Looking for fundraising ideas to help raise money to replace the flooring in the bar area. Kevin Hinz had a 

handout about a possible fundraising opportunity for raising money for the HVAC unit for our Camp American 

Legion cabin. 

mailto:estadler@trustwf.com
mailto:rjohnson4116@gmail.com
http://www.legionmenu.com/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=appleton%20american%20legion%20post%20no.%2038
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=appleton%20american%20legion%20post%20no.%2038
https://www.appletonpost38.org/


Constitution and Bylaws: Ed Domek, Vernon Noel, Don Brandt will look at changes to the bylaws. 

Nomination Committee: Inactive. 

Ballot Committee: Inactive. 

Activities and Announcements:  

Bowling: Denmark, date and time TBD 

Blood Donor Program: Red Cross Blood Drive dates – . Book is at all meetings, please update your information. 

If you are a member and donate, please add to the donor book. Visit the Red Cross website to sign up. 1-800-Red 

Cross (1-800-733-2767). 

Conferences:  

9th District Fall Conference: Suring, Post 286. Date TBD. 

Mid-Winter Conference: January 16-19, 2025 in Appleton. 

9th District Spring Conference: Wrightstown, Post 436. Date TBD. 

County Council: Next meeting is on June 12th, 2024, 6:30 pm. Meeting will be at Post 38 for the next year. 

Looking for people to run for 2nd and 3rd Vice Commanders. 

Golf: 

Department Convention: In Appleton July 10-14, 2024. Will need plenty of volunteers as we are the host Post. 

Department Convention Delegates: Ed Domek, Jan Hoffman, Dave Baumann, Wayne Senneke, Mark Toll, 

Larrel Bible, Don Brandt. 

The American Legion Family: 

SAL: See addendum below. Flying Flags for Heroes project. Placing flags at gravesites. National SAL  

Campaign. https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/  

The American Legion Auxiliary: Thank you to all the volunteers for Poppy Day. 

The American Legion Riders: Looking forward to start the season on Memorial Day weekend. 

Our scheduled support of National Guard Military Family Day at Lambeau Field on May 11 was cancelled. 

Event sponsor "A&A All The Way", Aaron Jones and Alvin Jr, withdrew. Aaron was traded to the Vikings.  

Unfinished Business:  will be the meal before the meeting, prepared by the Club.  

New Business: New officers were sworn in by Mark Toll & Mark Young. Jan Hoffman (Commander), Jarrod Coulter (1st 

Vice), Jonathan Reid (2nd Vice), Wayne Senneke (3rd Vice), Frank Billings (SaA), Wade VanRyzin (Finance Officer), & 

Rick Eisenach (MaL). Membership voted to raise ours dues to $60 starting in July for the 2025 membership year.  

Good of The American Legion: Carl Abendroth mentioned the Manawa Rodeo will July 4-6th, with the veterans night on 

the 5th. Statement from the Sergeant of Arms: No one touches the preamble scroll except Frank Billing. Club 38 is in need 

of employees and is asking if anyone knows anyone that would like to cook or wait, let Mike know. The American Legion 

College is online. Go online to register at https://wilegion.org/legion-college/ 

 
Member drawing $500.00 (no winner so $50.00 for the July meeting) 

164 – Harold Froehlich 

205 – Lawrence Hebler 

61 – Dennis Brucks 

 

$25 Drawing – Bill Burton 

 

Meeting adjourned @ 1955 hrs 

Next Executive meeting is June 24th.  

Next Post meeting is July 1st. 

Respectfully Submitted by: Dave Baumann 

  
SAL addendum submitted by Al Watry: 

Notes/report from the squadron: 

• Membership is at 116, with a goal of 110 

• Our Annual report of activities (Consolidated Squadron Report) has been complied and submitted.  Thank you to 

everyone who provided a summary of their activities and donations. 

• Bob Seide of Squadron 38 is working to officially start the SAL 9th District.  Primary goal would be for ongoing 

communications and engaging with other squadrons.  The first Newsletter is attached, note some of the activities 

other squadrons have going on. 

• Please consider participating in our State Convention the weekend of July 12.  A couple key opportunities: 

https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/
https://wilegion.org/legion-college/


o Being the Host, we need to provide help with setting up on Wednesday, providing people to run the 

registration table/area Thurs/Fri/Sat, and help with teardown on Sunday.  More to come on details. 

o Participating in multiple activities.  These include: 

▪ A 2.2 Walk for Veteran Suicide Awareness.  Will be walking as a group in downtown Appleton, 

find more information and sign up at Legion Wisconsin: 2.2 for the 22 (signupgenius.com) 

▪ The SAL State Convention.  Basic information and schedule can be found here.   Detachment 

Convention - Sons of The American Legion (wisal.org),  We will be allotted 12 

Delegates.  Delegates are allowed to vote on business and for new officers.  Let me know if you 

are attending and would like to be a delegate.  Also, you can attend without being a delegate.  

▪ Being on the Ballet Committee.  This will require someone to sit at the Ballot Table Saturday 

Morning and help count votes.  Anyone who is not running for a State Level Office can be on the 

Ballet Committee.  Please let myself and/or Bob Seide know if you are interested in this.. 

o There will be (3) National Officers attending our Convention.  Please help us welcome them to our 

convention.  They are: 

▪ Current Legion National Commander Dan Seehafer, who is from Horicon, Wi. 

▪ Current SAL National Vice Commander Terry Harris, from Kansas 

▪ Leading Candidate Joseph Navarrete, from New Mexico 

• There are many other opportunities for service/support of Legion Programs this summer.  Contact me and I can 

pass along more information on any of these: 

o Funeral Honor Guard (supporting Military Honors and funerals) HONOR GUARD (appletonpost38.org) 

o Scarlet Guard (presenting colors and many sporting events, leading parades, and other flag 

presentations) SCARLET GUARD (appletonpost38.org) 

o Legion Baseball (multiple opportunities)   Appleton Legion Baseball - Home 

o Building/Grounds (multiple opportunities) 

o Wednesday Brat Frys 

o House Committee/House Events 

  

Again, a lot going on and many opportunities.  And I really encourage everyone to consider participating in 

Convention.  Even if you are not able to attend the entire weekend, see if you can find an hour or two to stop by and sit in 

on the proceedings…. 

 

Allen J Watry 

Sons of The American Legion 
SAL Department Commander 
Wi Squadron 38 Adjutant 
awatry@mindspring.com 
920-997-4629 
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