
Post 38 Membership Minutes 

11/6/2023 

Meeting called to order @ 1900 hrs 

  

Roll Call of Officers and Committee Members: Ed Domek (Cmdr), Jan Hoffman (1st Vice), Jarrod Coulter (2nd Vice), 

Jonathon Reid (3rd Vice), Wade Van Ryzin (FO), Dave Baumann (Adj.), Bob Johnson (Chp), Bill Burton (SaA) 

Excused – Wayne Senneke (Asst Sgt at Arms) 

 

Guests, new members, and dignitaries recognized –Allen Watry (SAL), Rose Heinz (Unit 38 Secretary), Mark Toll 

(PDSaA). 

New members – Don Brandt, Antonio Torress, Jerry Schoemann. 

 

Meeting suspended for the presentation of Continuous Service Awards. 

 

Executive meeting Minutes/Report for the 10/30/2023 Executive meeting. Minutes held for general membership. 

Post meeting Minutes for the 10/2/2023 Post meeting: The minutes will be filed, with corrections as noted. 

  
Service Officer’s Reports: 

Veteran referrals: no requests for assistance. 

Funeral Honor Guard: September 2023 – 3 funerals, 27 personnel and 54 manhours. Need new members. See 

Rick Eisenach. 

Camp American Legion: Kevin recommends getting a quote for a heating and cooling on the cabin. Kevin was 

able to secure a $500 donation from the Neenah/Menasha Elks Club #676, and Kevin matched it. He also supplied 

a price list for various recommendations for a replacement. Wishlist for CAL is included and has been updated as 

of last year. Go to https://www.campamericanlegion.org/how-to-apply or call camp to make a reservation. 

1st Vice Commander’s Report:  

Membership: 368/ 530 – 69.43 %. Our goal is to hit 90% by Veterans Day. If you have sent in your renewal  

there is a lag time between renewal and processing. The new membership year starts July 1st. Cards will be at all  

Post meeting if you would like to renew before or after the meeting. Membership have been mailed. 

2nd Vice Commander’s Report:  

Policies and Procedures Committee: No Update 

Fox Valley Veterans Council: Still in discussions on where to move meetings after December. Post 38 is in 

consideration and a survey will be sent to membership to ask for a new day/time for meetings as no venue has the 

3rd Thursday open.  Veteran of the Year Nomination form is on the Council website 

(https://foxvalleyveterans.org/events). Due Nov. 14th. Case worker hired, but two more volunteers needed. 34 

veterans assisted for a September total of $16,515.67, a 3rd quarter total of $68,666.43 (99 veterans), and a year-

to-date total of $172,457.12 (244 veterans).  

Next meeting will be on Thursday November 16th @ 6:00pm at Grand Meridian. If you are a Veteran in need, 

you can apply for assistance using this link https://www.foxvalleyveterans.org/vef or by calling the Council at 

920.358.0662 

Badger Boys: Dates are June 9th -15th 2024 at University of Eau Claire. Still looking for a volunteer. If Auxiliary 

advertises Badger Girls, could we partner and send information at the same time? 

Baseball: Work continues on winterizing the baseball premises. Water was shut off and everything drained on 

October 13.  Leaf collection is the remaining large upcoming task. Fall Ball ended on October 5. We had a record 

of 4 – 5. We hosted another pair of Saturday Lawrence University intra-squad scrimmages. This time the 

concession stand was open and sales were brisk. The field also got used late one afternoon for a “tryout” for some 

Lawrence University players being scouted by the Texas Rangers. Our clothing store went live this past week. 

Great stuff for Christmas presents. The online store is open through December 5. Link to store can be found on 

our web page or on Facebook. 

Boy Scouts: No Updated 

Oratorical: Migael Reported one student signed up from North. Jarrod reaching out to East and will try to get 

emails for other civics teachers. We'll need to hold the Post competition on Wednesday January 3rd (during our 

January member meeting), County will have theirs on February 14th, and Post 38 volunteered to hold District 

Competition on Feb. 17th. Department will be March 23rd and National will be May  17th - 19th . Will need 

volunteer judges for the Post 38 competition in January.  

Scarlet Guard: 

https://www.campamericanlegion.org/how-to-apply


• See addendum.  
3rd Vice Commander’s Report: Club continues to host events. Many things already planned for 2023. Flags arrived for 

sale. Veterans Day we will be serving Chili and Beer again. Santa will be at the Friday Fish Fry on December 

15th, Breakfast with Santa will be December 16th (will need volunteers), and raffle drawing will be on December 

17th. Army/Navy game will be December 9th. 

Events Committee: Still seeking members for committee. All Legion Family is welcome to serve. 

Adjutant’s Report:  

Bills: Motion made by Jan Hoffman, 2nd by Wayne Senneke to a bill from Coenen Mechanical for &625.79. Bill 

for the plaques, and a bill for our taxes from WaterTax. 

Correspondence: Thank you cards from the families of Dom Brandenburg and David Krueger ($500) for the 

Funeral Honor Guard. Invitations from Einstein Middle School and Neenah High School to their Veterans Day 

assemblies. Military Veterans Museum in Oshkosh is selling $50 tickets for a year long gun raffle. Contact them 

if you are interested in purchasing some (terrischlack75@gmail.com). Donation request from “Loaves & Fishes of 

the Fox Valley”. To donate go to loavesandfishesfv.org. Got a check for our participation in OctoberFest of 

$1500. Letter from West Bend for a proxy vote to reorganize. Donation request from Salvation Army & Easter 

Seals. Annual Report from the FVVC. 

Finance Officer’s Report:  

As of 9/30/2023-Starting balance $36,500.13, 31 withdrawals totaling $17,298.19, 6 deposits totaling $17,763.56.  

Ending balance of $36,965.50. The membership deposit account had transfers in of $0.00 reflected in the  

withdrawals above. National withdrawals add to $780.00. The account started with $866.43 and the ending  

balance is $89.36. Interest added $2.93. Savings Account #1 has a starting balance of $94,632.23. A dividend of 

$233.34 was paid and a transfer of $0.00 to checking for a balance of $94,865.57. 

This gives us a balance sheet value of $131,920.43. 

Finance and Budgeting: No updates 

Audit: No updates 

Long Range and Strategic Planning: No new updates 

Education Fund/Scholarship: Beginning account balance $7,482.71. Income distribution $0.14, Change in  

Securities value $-202.76. Portfolio Net Change $-202.62, ending balance $7,280.09. Investments-Fixed Income  

- Muni $6,102.29, Money Market Cash $1,177.80, Account total $7,280.09. There is also $49,421.18 within the 

Fox Valley Community Foundation. Deductions of $48.00 have been subtracted. Investment gain of $1391.47 are 

included. Total Scholarship Account $57,109.71. 

Post Chaplain’s Report: Post has plots available at Riverside. Forms need to be completed and approved by 

Commander or Adjutant/Service Officer along with a $250.00 fee. Those interested, contact Deb Debruin  

At Riverside or Chaplain Bob Johnson. 

Chaplain Johnson sent a Sympathy card to the families of Tony Rosecky & John Zuelzke. Visited Dale Dewildt. 

Visiting and Volunteer: Volunteers are needed and welcomed. 

Deceased:  Tony Rosecky– 10/14/23 

       John Zuelzke- 10/25/23 

Recuperating at home or a Nursing Care Facility/Hospital: 

Please keep any our sick/ill members in your thoughts and notify Bob Johnson if anyone is recovering from 

surgery or any other illnesses so we can get them in the newsletter, thank you. 

Bob Johnson-Post 38 Chaplain’s Office E-mail: rjohnson4116@gmail.com Phone # 920-454-0842 

Quartermaster: Ordered Awards folders & Continuous Service stars. 

Historian: No new update. Rose and Karl finished working on adding ribbons on the Past Commanders pictures. 

Need to add ribbons to Department Commander pictures in hall. 

Buildings and Grounds: Plaques are done. Bolt will be in to weld the STST on the sink. Frank & Robin will 

work on the garden in front. Excess metal brought to recycler. 

House Committee: Phones are in, and work continues to install them. New menus are in and being added to the 

POS. POS system is updated and training is commencing. Meetings are normally on the 2nd Monday @ 5:30pm 

(1730 hours) unless a holiday or event. Visit www.LegionMenu.com for updated menu. House committee will be 

discussing the Post paying some of the insurance and utilities the Club is now paying in full. 

  Handed out SWOT and a list of ways to increase business. 

The next meeting will be November 13th @ 1730 hrs. 

Additional Standing Committees:  

Communications: Check out our Facebook page (appleton american legion post no. 38 - Search Results | 

Facebook) and our website (Johnston-Blessman Post 38 (appletonpost38.org)). 

mailto:terrischlack75@gmail.com
loavesandfishesfv.org
mailto:rjohnson4116@gmail.com
http://www.legionmenu.com/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=appleton%20american%20legion%20post%20no.%2038
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=appleton%20american%20legion%20post%20no.%2038
https://www.appletonpost38.org/


Fundraising: 50/50 raffle tickets are available for sale. Drawing will be December 17th after the Packer game. 5 

for $20. $2515 so far raised. 

Constitution and Bylaws: Inactive. 

Nomination Committee: Inactive. 

Ballot Committee: Inactive. 

Activities and Announcements:  

Bowling: Hosted by Forestville Post 372 on February 25, 2024. Registration form available. 

Blood Donor Program: Red Cross Blood Drive dates – December 28th. 2023. Book is at all meetings, please 

update your information. If you are a member and donate, please add to the donor book. Visit the Red Cross 

website to sign up. 1-800-Red Cross (1-800-733-2767). 

Conferences:  

9th District Fall Conference: Was held held in Algoma on October 21st, 2023. 

Mid-Winter Conference: January 18-21, 2024 in LaCrosse. 

9th District Spring Conference: Green Bay, Post 539, April 6, 2024 

County Council: Next meeting is on November 8th, 2023, 6:30 pm. Dave Baumann, Jonathan Reid, Ed Domek, 

& Jan Hoffman will attend. Meeting will be at Post 38 for the next year. 

Golf: 

Department Convention: In Appleton July 10-14, 2024. Will need plenty of volunteers as we are the host Post. 

The American Legion Family: 

SAL: See addendum below. Flying Flags for Heroes project. Placing flags at gravesites. National SAL  

Campaign. https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/  

The American Legion Auxiliary: Looking for 3-4 volunteers to help serve for the Outagamie County Council 

meeting on November 28th (Ed, Jan, Carl, & Dave). Rose gave an update on training for making Poppies. If 

interested in the training see Rose Heinz. 

The American Legion Riders: No new updates.  

Unfinished Business: Ham & Potatoes will be the meal before the meeting, prepared by the Club.  

New Business: For the 2025 year National is raising dues $5. Will need to discuss if we will raise our dues to reflect that. 

Good of The American Legion: Statement from the Sergeant of Arms: No one touches the preamble scroll except Frank 

Billing. Club 38 is in need of employees and is asking if anyone knows anyone that would like to cook or wait, let Mike 

know. The American Legion College is online. Go online to register at https://wilegion.org/legion-college/ 

  On 8 November Jan Hoffman, Bob Johnson, & Ed Domek did a presentation at Valley Packing for Veterans Day. 

Christmas Parade is on November 21st. Bus will leave the Post at 6pm to take us downtown. If you are marching in the 

parade please get to the Post early enough. If you will be meeting us downtown we will be staging at the corner of State 

St. & 8th St. 

 
Member Attendance: There were 38 members and 3 guests/dignitaries in attendance. 

 
Member drawing $200.00 (no winner so $250 for the December meeting) 

520 – Marvin VanDyke 

279 – Stephen Kohler 

329 – Joseph Matelski 

 

$25 Drawing – Catherine Kutzleb 

 

Meeting adjourned @ 2000 hrs 

Next Executive meeting is November 27th. 

Next Post meeting is December 4th. 

Respectfully Submitted by: Dave Baumann 

  
SAL addendum submitted by Al Watry: 

Notes/report from the squadron: 

It is hard to believe (for me at least) we are already into November and the holidays are just around the corner.  The 

holidays are a busy time for everyone, but they can also be a very busy/stressful time for people, especially veterans.  And 

speaking of busy times, please see below as there are a LOT of upcoming activities around Post 38. 

  

https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/
https://wilegion.org/legion-college/


First though is a comment on Membership.  We are doing well, over 70% of our goal for 2024.  But remember that 

membership goes from Jan 1st to Dec 31st, so if you want/need/desire to use some of the benefits your membership 

provides you please remember to renew before the end of the year.  (and if you are curious, see below regarding benefits 

which you can use based upon your membership with the SAL). 

  

Second, as already noted, there are a lot of upcoming activities. 

• Veterans Day ceremonies on Nov 9th-11th.  This includes: 

o Thursday 09 November at Janet Berry Elementary School 

o Friday 10 November at Appleton East High School 

o Friday 10 November at Riverview Lutheran School 

o Saturday 11 November at 11:00 a.m. at the Outagamie County Veterans Day Program hosted by the Fox 

Valley Veterans Council at the Outagamie County Administration Building (410 S. Walnut St.). All are 

encouraged to attend. Enter via the courthouse entrance. 

o Saturday 11 November at 3:30 p.m. at Veterans Day Recognition during Appleton Downtown’s Light-Up 

the Night Event in Houdini Plaza. All are encouraged to attend 

• Appleton Christmas Parade on Nov 21st.   All Appleton Legion Family Members are encouraged to walk in the 

parade.  If you cannot walk, consider attending in person or watch the telecast at Post 38 

• Toys for Tots Collections all throughout Dec at many sites. 

• Army/Navy Game on Dec 10th – expecting the Post will have the game on 

• Fish Fry with Santa on Friday, Ded 15th.  All are welcome to have a fish fry and visit with Santa 

• Breakfast with Sana on Saturday, Dec 16th.  All are welcome to come for Breakfast and visit with Santa 

• Wreaths Across American wreath laying and ceremony at King Veterans Home Cemetery.  More can be found 

at Overview - Wreaths Across America 

• Post 50/50 Raffle Drawing after the Packers Game on Dec 17th. 

  

Now, finally back to some of those membership benefits.  Here are a couple web sites to visit to see if you are interested 

in any… 

• Life Insurance Home - lit (thelit.com) 

• Member Discounts | The American Legion 

In most cases all SAL Members are eligible for the same benefits as Legionnaires, you will likely have to have your 

SAL Membership ID# when you sign up. 

 

Please let me know if I may have missed anything and/or you have any questions. 

Allen J Watry 

Sons of The American Legion 
SAL Department Commander 
Wi Squadron 38 Adjutant 
awatry@mindspring.com 
920-997-4629 
 

Scarlet Guard: 
1. The Scarlet Guard American Legion Color Guard will be busy recognizing Veterans Day in the Fox Cities. 

a. Thursday 09 November at Janet Berry Elementary School 

b. Friday 10 November at Appleton East High School 

c. Friday 10 November at Riverview Lutheran School 

d. Saturday 11 November at 11:00 a.m. at the Outagamie County Veterans Day Program hosted by the Fox 

Valley Veterans Council at the Outagamie County Administration Building (410 S. Walnut St.).  All are 

encouraged to attend.  Enter via the courthouse entrance. 

e. Saturday 11 November at 3:30 p.m. at Veterans Day Recognition during Appleton Downtown’s Light-Up 

the Night Event in Houdini Plaza. All are encouraged to attend. 

  

2. Wisconsin Veterans Day Parade: 

The Scarlet Guard American Legion Color Guard has the honor of leading the Wisconsin Veterans Day Parade in 

Milwaukee on Saturday, November 4, 2023.  The Scarlet Guard has chartered a deluxe motor coach from Kobussen Buses 

for the trip.  Currently we have some vacant seats on the motor coach that we would love to fill on a first come first served 

basis with Post 38 family members in appreciation of our relationship over the past 40 years. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wreathsacrossamerica.org%2Fpages%2F158255%2FOverview%2F%3FrelatedId%3D0&data=05%7C01%7C%7C23175c6f0dda41fea58b08dbdf069967%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638348991681339207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OzSw3EvVW%2FCLLWmSyHyWC6Sv%2B%2FSsmEzPKPIegS9EzGg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelit.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C23175c6f0dda41fea58b08dbdf069967%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638348991681339207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=juZVIB0YJ9FVPEE6GnU6m5BcR5fWa5XNyd%2BCnYIgU%2Fo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legion.org%2Fbenefits&data=05%7C01%7C%7C23175c6f0dda41fea58b08dbdf069967%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638348991681339207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TINyFqos0a35tdlck19nAolaR82kqpVDrwS667hk0uM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:awatry@mindspring.com


The bus will depart the Post 38 parking lot at 8:00 AM sharp on Saturday, November 4, 2023. 

Upon arrival in Milwaukee, we can drop riders off near the end of the parade route that might want to get off and reserve a 

spot to watch the parade.  The parade steps off at 11:00 AM.  If you are going to want to watch the parade, I would 

suggest bringing along a lawn chair which can be stowed under the bus.  If you do not want to watch the parade you are 

welcome to stay on the bus and ride through the parade; however, the windows are tinted so you will likely not be seen by 

spectators.  We have requested to have the bus positioned behind our color guard in the parade. 

Refreshments and snacks are welcome for the ride.  No glass.  You are responsible for your own items brought along on 

the trip.  We may stop for a meal on the way back. 

If you would like to come along, please reach out to Eric Stadler at 920.450.6907 or estadler@trustwf.com. 

  

3. Downtown Appleton Christmas Parade: 

The Scarlet Guard American Legion Color Guard welcomes all American Legion family members on a march in the 

52nd Downtown Appleton Christmas Parade.  Members of any American Legion Post, any American Legion Auxiliary 

Unit, any Sons of the American Legion Squadron, or any Riders group are welcome to join us in the parade.  Heck, if you 

know other veterans that are not members of the Legion family yet, welcome them to come along. 

The parade is Tuesday, November 21, 2023.  The parade route is approximately a 1-mile march. 

At 6:00 PM meet at the Appleton American Legion Post 38 (3220 W. College Ave., in Appleton).  To alleviate traffic and 

parking hassles the Scarlet Guard has chartered a school bus for the group to ride to and from the parade route.  Bus will 

leave Post 38 by 6:10 p.m. 

The parade ends near the corner of College Ave. and Drew St.  The bus will reload by City Park after we march through 

the parade.  Make sure you remember which bus number you are riding and stay together as a group, so no one is left 

behind that needs a ride back to Post 38.  You are responsible for your own items. 

We are parade unit #31, and will line up on State St. facing north at the #31 position near the corner of State St. and 

8th St.  If you do not want to ride the bus to/from the staging area, feel free to meet us directly in the staging area at our 

line-up position by 6:30 PM.  No vehicles are allowed in the staging area that are not actually in the parade, so the bus 

will have to drop the group off a couple blocks away from our line-up position. 

FYI: The Appleton VFW Post 2778 is directly in front of us in the parade. 

Dress for the weather.  If you have any Legion family headwear and/or outerwear, please wear that. 

It will be very helpful to have an idea of how many people are joining us in the parade, so please reach out to Eric Stadler 

(920.450.6907 or estadler@trustwf.com) by Thurs., Nov. 16th to let him know who and how many from your organization 

is coming. 

  

4. Join the Scarlet Guard American Legion Color Guard: 

Membership in the Scarlet Guard American Legion Color Guard is open to members of all American Legion Posts, 

American Legion Auxiliary Units, and/or Sons of the American Legion Squadrons. We understand that not everyone can 

march parades.  There are plenty of events that we support that do not include long marches or excessive 

standing.  Uniform is provided except for footwear and jacket.  For more information contact Eric Stadler at 920.450.6907 

or estadler@trustwf.com. 

  

5. Next quarterly meeting is Wednesday, January 17, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. at the Appleton American Legion Post 38. 

  

6. We are proud to be celebrating 40 years of service in 2023 as a showcase color guard unit representing the 

American Legion family. 

  

7. Thanks are due to our generous 2023 sponsors: Boyle Auto Sales, Maritime Bar, Sola Salons-Fox Valley, and 

Kampo Electric.  Please patronize them. 

  

Eric Stadler, Chairperson 

Scarlet Guard American Legion Color Guard 

920.450.6907 

Follow the Scarlet Guard Color Guard on Facebook. 
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