Post 38 Membership Minutes
10/2/2023
Meeting called to order @ 1900 hrs

Roll Call of Officers and Committee Members: Ed Domek (Cmdr), Jan Hoffman (1st Vice), Jarrod Coulter (2nd Vice),
Jonathon Reid (3rd Vice), Wade Van Ryzin (FO), Dave Baumann (Adj.), Bob Johnson (Chp), Bill Burton (SaA), Wayne
Senneke (Asst Sgt at Arms

Excused —

Guests, new members, and dignitaries recognized —Allen Watry (SAL), Mark Anderson (SAL), Lori Bishop (Unit 38
Chaplain), Rose Heinz (Unit 38 Secretary), Eva Moreno (ALA), Don Brandt, Jeff Zwiers (Past District Cmdr), Chon
Mally.

New members —

Meeting suspended for the Post Everlasting Tribute & Installation of new officers.

Executive meeting Minutes/Report for the 9/25/2023 Executive meeting. Minutes held for general membership.
Post meeting Minutes for the 9/6/2023 Post meeting: The minutes will be filed, with corrections as noted.

Service Officer’s Reports:
Veteran referrals: no requests for assistance.
Funeral Honor Guard: September 2023 — 2 funerals, 18 personnel and 36 manhours. Need new members. See
Rick Eisenach.
Camp American Legion: Kevin recommends getting a quote for a heating and cooling on the cabin. Kevin was
able to secure a $500 grant for heating, and Kevin will match. Wishlist for CAL is included and has been updated
as of last year. Go to https://www.campamericanlegion.org/how-to-apply or call camp to make a reservation.

1st Vice Commander’s Report:

Membership: 321/ 530 — 60.6 %. Our goal is to hit 90% by Veterans Day. If you have sent in your renewal there
is a lag time between renewal and processing. The new membership year starts July 1. Cards will be at all Post
meeting if you would like to renew before or after the meeting. Still waiting for enough renewals so | can bulk
mail them.

2nd Vice Commander’s Report:

Policies and Procedures Committee: No report.

Fox Valley Veterans Council: Highlights: They are in need of two volunteer case managers-work about 20 hours/wk.
Guest Speaker was from the VVVA-talking about the Veterans Village. It was purchased from Outagamie County
Housing Authority in April and they made their first mortgage payment in June. 43 of 48 apartments have been
renovated. The operation fund cost is $9000 a month.

They are working on getting the parking lot sealed. In order to apply you need to contact the Veteran Navigator to
see if you are eligible to rent. He mentioned the statistics of those renting right now are 20% employed, 31% are
retired and they have 19 children.

National Buddy Check Week is October 16-20th...try to call at least 10 veterans to check on how they are doing.
If you know of a veteran that is in need of a 4 wheel outdoor scooter, contact the Council for information. Their
number is 920-358-0662

A fund raiser is planned for 3-7-24 at Venue 404 in Oshkosh with Kat VVoss and the River City Band playing.
Guest speaker is MSG Brian Eisch who wrote the book” Father, Soldier, Son”. Which is now streaming on
Netflix. Cost should be $100 per tcket.

During the Month of September a total of $$16,515.67 was distributed. Two Veterans in Brown County; 6
Veterans in Outagamie County; 5 Veterans in Winnebago; 2 from Waupaca; 1 Veteran-Marinette County; and 1
from Green Lake.

Next meeting will be on Thursday October 19th @ 6:00pm at Grand Meridian. If you are a Veteran in need, you
can apply for assistance using this link https://www.foxvalleyveterans.org/vef or by calling the Council at
920.358.0662

Badger Boys: We are looking for a volunteer to take over as Badger Boys Chairman. We would like to combine
this with the Oratorical Chairman since there is some overlap. If interested contact Jarrod Coulter.

Baseball: Extra food from the Baseball Banquet was donated to Pillars, Inc homeless shelter. Baseball continues
We hosted an inter-squad scrimmage for Lawrence U baseball on Saturday Sept 16.
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Two more Thursdays of Fall Ball. Oct 5th is the last night.

Boy Scouts: Troup 1 merged with Troop 9, making Troop 9 the Posts office troop. Our Cub Scout packs continue
to be 3006 and 3001. The Troop and Packs would like to thank the Post for the continued support.

Oratorical: We are looking for a volunteer from the membership to run the Oratorical for the Post (possibly
combine with Badger Boys duties). Thank you to Migeal Babino for his years of dedication to spreading
Americanism to the area youth. The past two representatives from Wisconsin to Nationals have been from Post 38
and we’d like to continue supporting the contest. Migeal is working on completing a video to be part of the
package for schools that details all the youth opportunities from the Legion.

Scarlet Guard:

e Membership in the Scarlet Guard American Legion Color Guard is open to members of all American Legion
Posts, American Legion Auxiliary Units, and/or Sons of the American Legion Squadrons. We understand
that not everyone can march parades. There are plenty of events that we support that do not include long
marches or excessive standing. Uniform is provided except for footwear and jacket.

o Next quarterly meeting is Wednesday, October 18™, 2023, at the Appleton American Legion Post 38, at 6:00
p.m. Interested members are welcomed to attend.

e The Scarlet Guard American Legion Color Guard welcomes all Legion Family Members to join them on a
march in the 52" Downtown Appleton Christmas Parade. The parade is Tuesday, November 21, 2023. The
parade route is approximately a 1-mile march. We will meet at the Appleton American Legion Post 38 at
6:00 PM. A bus ride to and from the parade route will be provided courtesy of the Scarlet Guard American
Legion Color Guard. Those interested in marching should reach out to Eric Stadler directly to confirm their
participation at 920.450.6907 or estadler@trustwf.com.

3rd Vice Commander’s Report: Club continues to host events. Many things already planned for 2023. Flags arrived for
sale. Veterans Day we will be serving Chili and Beer again.

Events Committee: Still seeking members for committee. All Legion Family is welcome to serve.

Adjutant’s Report:
Bills: Nothing new.
Correspondence: Request from the Memorial Day Foundation looking for a donation. Request from the Activity
Director at Carolina Assisted Living for a small Veterans Day service their residence during the week leading up
to Veterans Day. Flyer from Beaming Equine Assisted Services for their Horses, Hearts & Heroes program.
Letter from the “Visiting Angels” assistance program. They contract with the VA to provide free homecare to any
Veteran over 65.

Finance Officer’s Report:
As of 5/31/2023-Starting balance $33,046.66, 36 withdrawals totaling $9,830.44, 7 deposits totaling $19,800.08.
Ending balance of $43,016.30. The membership deposit account had transfers in of $1000.00 reflected in the
withdrawals above. National withdrawals add to $2,172.00. The account started with $2,038.43 and the ending
balance is $866.43. Interest added $0.00. Savings Account #1 has a starting balance of $89,632.23. A dividend of
$0.00 was paid and a transfer of $5000.00 to checking for a balance of $94,632.23.
This gives us a balance sheet value of $138,514.96.
Finance and Budgeting: No updates
Audit: Audit of the Club finances was completed September 18™. 3 questions during audit, answered. No other
issues. Thanks to Jan Hoffman, Bob Johnson, and Crystal Thieme for volunteering.

Long Range and Strategic Planning: No new updates

Education Fund/Scholarship: Beginning account balance $7,688.53. Income distribution $0.15, Change in
Securities value $-205.97. Portfolio Net Change $-205.82, ending balance $7,482.71. Investments-Fixed Income
- Muni $6,305.05, Money Market Cash $1,177.66, Account total $7,482.71. There is also $49,590.75 within the
Fox Valley Community Foundation. Deductions of $49.94 have been subtracted. Investment loss of $780.49 are
included. Total Scholarship Account $57,073.46.
Post Chaplain’s Report: Post has plots available at Riverside. Forms need to be completed and approved by
Commander or Adjutant/Service Officer along with a $250.00 fee. Those interested, contact Deb Debruin
At Riverside or Chaplain Bob Johnson.
Chaplain Johnson sent a get well card to Tom Stienfeldt, and Sympathy card to the family of Elton Jandrey.
Visiting and Volunteer: Volunteers are needed and welcomed.
Deceased: Elton Jandrey — 9/2/23
Donald Brandenburg — 9/26/23
Glenn Tank — 9/26/23
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Recuperating at home or a Nursing Care Facility/Hospital: Tom Steinfeldt, Garrick Eppinger. Dale Dewildt is
asking for visitors (at Edenbrook room 331).

Please keep any our sick/ill members in your thoughts and notify Bob Johnson if anyone is recovering from
surgery or any other illnesses so we can get them in the newsletter, thank you.

Bob Johnson-Post 38 Chaplain’s Office E-mail: rjohnson4116@gmail.com Phone # 920-454-0842
Quartermaster: 5 caps ordered. Caps are in and ready to be distributed.

Historian: No new update. Rose and Karl finished working on adding ribbons on the Past Commanders pictures.
Need to add ribbons to Department Commander pictures in hall.

Buildings and Grounds: Plagues should be done in the next few weeks. Bathrooms are fixed.

House Committee: Phones are in, and work continues to install them. New menus are in and being added to the
POS. POS system is updated and training is commencing. Meetings are normally on the 2" Monday @ 5:30pm
(1730 hours) unless a holiday or event. Visit www.LegionMenu.com for updated menu. House committee will be
discussing the Post paying some of the insurance and utilities the Club is now paying in full.

After Labor Day new menu will be introduced including added chicken wings, and expanded hours. Will be
open on Thursdays.

Discussed having the Post pay for some of the Insurance and utilities, something we have been discussing for a
number of years. Motion made by Don Traynor, 2" by John Stafford to have the Post cover 60% of the insurance
for 6 months, with the Club Manager to have a plan to increase revenue before the next Executive Committee
meeting. Motion passed, forward to Post membership.

The next meeting will be October 9th @ 1730 hrs.
Additional Standing Committees:
Communications: Check out our Facebook page (appleton american legion post no. 38 - Search Results |
Facebook) and our website (Johnston-Blessman Post 38 (appletonpost38.org)).
Fundraising: Auxiliary will be selling desserts at the brat fry this year.
50/50 raffle tickets are available for sale. Drawing will be December 17" after the Packer game. 5 for $20.
We had 22 volunteers working a total of 141 hours. Thanks to everyone who helped.
Constitution and Bylaws: Inactive.
Nomination Committee: Inactive.
Ballot Committee: Inactive.
Activities and Announcements:
Bowling: Complete for 2023.
Blood Donor Program: Red Cross Blood Drive dates — October 26", and December 28%". 2023. Book is at all
meetings, please update your information. If you are a member and donate, please add to the donor book. Visit the
Red Cross website to sign up. 1-800-Red Cross (1-800-733-2767).
Conferences:
9th District Fall Conference: Will be held in Algoma on October 21%, 2023. Delegates are Jan Hoffman,
Ed Domek, Dave Baumann, Jarrod Coulter, Wade VanRyzin, and Carl Abendroth.
Mid-Winter Conference: January 18-21, 2024 in LaCrosse.
9th District Spring Conference: Green Bay, Post 539, date TBD
County Council: Next meeting is on October 11", 2023, 6:30 pm. Dave Baumann & Jonathan Reid will attend.
Meeting will be at Post 38 for the next year.
Golf:
Department Convention: In Appleton July 10-14, 2024. Will need plenty of volunteers as we are the host Post.
The American Legion Family:
SAL.: See addendum below. Flying Flags for Heroes project. Placing flags at gravesites. National SAL
Campaign. https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/
The American Legion Auxiliary: Rose Heinz gave an update on FVVVVC meeting. Rose presented a Blue Star
Banner to Abe Isen at last week’s brat fry. Abe’s son Paul is currently serving in the Army. He completed boot
camp and is in training. Abe hopes to bring him to a brat fry this month.
The Blue Star Banner was designed and patented in 1917 by World War | Army Capt. Robert L. Queissner of the
5th Ohio Infantry who had two sons serving on the front line. It quickly became the unofficial symbol of a child
in the service. Today these Blue Star Banners are displayed by families who have a loved one serving in the
armed forces including the National Guard and Reserves of all military departments. If you know of a family that
has a loved one from their family in the military and would like a banner, please give me a call.
If you know of a family that has a loved one from their family in the military and would like a banner, please give
me a call.
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The American Legion Riders: September 16" ride for Camp American Legion. Raised about $22,000. Fall
parades ongoing. Presented a check to SAL of $500 for the ALF program. District 9 riders presented Al with (4)
$25 gas gift cards to offset some of his traveling expenses as he travels the state as Department SAL Commander.
Unfinished Business: Sloppy Joes and chips will be the meal before the meeting, prepared by the Club.
New Business: Ed and Jan got prices for printed T-Shirts for the Post and volunteers.
Good of The American Legion: Statement from the Sergeant of Arms: No one touches the preamble scroll except Frank
Billing. Club 38 is in need of employees and is asking if anyone knows anyone that would like to cook or wait, let Mike
know. The American Legion College is online. Go online to register at https://wilegion.org/legion-college/

Member Attendance: There were 33 members and 8 guests/dignitaries in attendance.

Member drawing $150.00 (no winner so $200 for the October meeting)
511 — Jason Van

317 — William Lopas

560 — George Zimmer

$25 Drawing — Pedro Moreno

Meeting adjourned @ 2000 hrs

Next Executive meeting is October 30™.
Next Post meeting is November 6.
Respectfully Submitted by: Dave Baumann

SAL addendum submitted by Al Watry:
Notes/report from the squadron:
I have recently returned from our National Convention, it was a warm and informative trip to Charlotte, NC. It did
remind me to send out the following two links in case anyone is interested in some of the benefits which you are eligible
for as a Legion Family Member.
https://www.thelit.com/
Member Discounts | The American Legion
In general, because the Sons of the American Legion is a program of the American Legion, a SAL Member is
eligible for all Discounts which are offered for Legion Members. But you may want to double check each one
you are interested individually.
With regards to the two web sites:
- The first one is an Insurance Program which provides a lot of rider/Insurance Options which may
members participate in, which includes a No Cost Legion Care.
- The second has many other benefits, segregated by topic/service.
You may need to create a “myLegion.org” account to be able to apply for these. To create that account you will
need your SAL Membership Number, please contact your Squadron for that information.  And do not hesitate to
contact me with any other questions you may have at this time.

Now, on with our normal monthly notes and comments:
e Membership

o Our 100% goal this year is 110 members, 67 processed (61%) so far. Thank you to everyone who
continues their membership with us and find new members.

o The Yearly Membership Renewal Packets were finished this morning and will be going in the mail this
afternoon. Please review and send back your membership information card as well as your 2024 dues.

o Thank you to the 17 members who were proactive and sought me out already and renewed, we are well
on our way to reaching out 2024 membership goals.

e Upcoming Activities/VVolunteer Needs

o Thank you for everyone who supported/helped with the Brat Fry for the Old Glory Honor Flight!!

o Post is looking for help at the stand will run at Oktoberfest on Sept 30™". This will be a wristband booth
and need between 8-12 volunteers for the majority of the day. Please contact Dave Baumann (or me) if
you are able to help with this key fund raiser

o Fall Ball is starting very soon, stop by to watch a game and/or help with this extension of the Legion
Baseball program
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o Looking for someone to coordinate the Oratorical Contest for Post 38.
o The Post is gearing up for the 50/50 Raffle again, to be pulled at the New Years Eve Gathering, can
always use help selling tickets. Also contact me if you would like to purchase some tickets.
o The next Blood Drive being held at the Post will be Oct 26"
o Late October/November, while a couple months away, is always a great time to try to get a visit to the Post
scheduled. Special Activities include:
o Veterans Day Ceremonies and gathering
o Army-Navy Game
o Toys for Tots collection
o Marching in the Appleton Christmas Parade (more to come on that activity)
o Prepping for Fish Fry and/or Breakfast with Santa
e As always there are many opportunities for people to continue to volunteer. | can connect you with the right
person if you are interesting in joining:
o Scarlet Guard — continue to stay busy with High School Football Games and many other presentations.
o Funeral Honors — a very important piece of honoring our veterans and helping the families through their
loss
o House Committee — looking for people/ideas to continue to grow business for Club 38
o Building and Grounds — for those who are handy with their hands
o And others, you can read more on the WebSite or in the meeting Notes which David Baumann sends out.

Thank you for all you are doing for our Veterans, our Active Service Personnel, their families, and our Country!!!

For God and Country,

Allew ) Watuy

Sons of The American Legion
SAL Department Commander
Wi Squadron 38 Adjutant
awatry@mindspring.com
920-997-4629
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