
Post 38 Membership Minutes 

9/6/2023 

Meeting called to order @ 1900 hrs 

  

Roll Call of Officers and Committee Members: Ed Domek (Cmdr), Jarrod Coulter (2nd Vice), Jan Hoffman (1st Vice), 

Mike Utech (3rd Vice), Wade Van Ryzin (FO), Dave Baumann (Adj.), Bob Johnson (Chp), Bill Burton (SaA) 

Excused – Jan Hoffman (1st Vice), Wayne Senneke (Asst Sgt at Arms), 

 

Guests, new members, and dignitaries recognized –Allen Watry (SAL), Dianne McDonald (OGHF), Linda Breitzman 

(Unit 38 President), Rose Heinz (Unit 38 Secretary), Marion Brown (Unit 38 Poppy char./membership) 

New members –Ronald Traynor. 

 

Meeting suspended for the POW/MIA remembrance ceremony. 

Donation were presented to Dianne McDonald (Old Glory Honor Flight) from TAL Brat Fry and Unit 38. $6516 from the 

Brat Fry, $100 direct donation that was dropped in the tip jar, and $250 from Unit 38. Total of $6866. 

 

Executive meeting Minutes/Report for the 8/28/2023 Executive meeting. Minutes held for general membership. 

Post meeting Minutes for the 8/7/2023 Post meeting: The minutes will be filed, with corrections as noted. 

  
Service Officer’s Reports: 

Veteran referrals: Request for assistance from the family of Ken Kroiss. Motion made by Don Traynor, 2nd by 

Ron Taynor to give $100 for helping out with incidental costs while he goes through bone marrow transplant. 

Funeral Honor Guard: August 2023 – 2 funerals, 18 personnel and 36 manhours. Need new members. See 

Rick Eisenach. One rifle needs to be inspected by the state. 

Camp American Legion: September 25th -29th Help our Patriots Excel event at the camp. Kevin recommends 

getting a quote for a heating and cooling on the cabin. Kevin was able to secure a $500 grant for heating, and 

Kevin will match. Wishlist for CAL is included and has been updated as of last year. Go to 

https://www.campamericanlegion.org/how-to-apply or call camp to make a reservation. 

1st Vice Commander’s Report:  

Membership: 310/ 530 – 58.5 %. Our goal is to hit 90% by Veterans Day. If you have sent in your renewal there  

is a lag time between renewal and processing. The new membership year starts July 1st. Cards will be at all Post  

meeting if you would like to renew before or after the meeting.  

2nd Vice Commander’s Report:  

Policies and Procedures Committee: No report. 

Fox Valley Veterans Council: 28 veterans assisted in July for $22,002.12. 172 Veterans assisted as of July 

31st for a total of $112,243.99. Annual report trifold will be available for review. 1920’s themed fund raiser Gala 

March 7th, 2024 @ Venue 404 in Oshkosh. A presentation by Veterans 1st of North East Wisconsin which 

provides affordable, supportive tiny homes as part of a village for Veterans. Trifold available for review. The 

Council is also looking for a Case Manager to help with determining need based on applications received. If you 

know someone that might be interested, have them the Council from the website. Next meeting will be on 

Thursday September 21st @ 6:00pm at Grand Meridian. If you are a Veteran in need, you can apply for assistance 

using this link https://www.foxvalleyveterans.org/vef or by calling the Council at 920.358.0662 

Badger Boys: We are looking for a volunteer to take over as Badger Boys Chairman. We would like to combine 

this with the Oratorical Chairman since there is some overlap. If interested contact Jarrod Coulter. 

Baseball: Extra food from the Baseball Banquet was donated to Pillars, Inc homeless shelter. Baseball continues 

to maintain the Post grounds (mowing, garbage, branches) in support of the weekly brat fry. They also continue to 

pay the dumpster bill during the summer. 

Fall league Starts Thursday September 7th and runs to October. Games will be at the Post on Thursday’s and 

Monday games in Oshkosh. 

Boy Scouts: Troup 1 merged with Troop 9, making Troop 9 the Posts office troop. Our Cub Scout packs continue 

to be 3006 and 3001. The Troop and Packs would like to thank the Post for the continued support. 

Oratorical: We are looking for a volunteer from the membership to run the Oratorical for the Post (possibly 

combine with Badger Boys duties). Thank you to Migeal Babino for his years of dedication to spreading 

Americanism to the area youth. The past two representatives from Wisconsin to Nationals have been from Post 38 

and we’d like to continue supporting the contest. Migeal is working on completing a video to be part of the 

package for schools that details all the youth opportunities from the Legion. 

https://www.campamericanlegion.org/how-to-apply
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxvalleyveterans.org%2Fvef&data=05%7C01%7C%7C1dcdeefe34584b51619308dba72d4c52%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638287585218776600%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gzhR70ld5an4Im8ogFCkDAHLjewJKK2I5Uz7%2B%2BP%2FXHg%3D&reserved=0


Scarlet Guard: 

• We will be presenting the colors at various local high schools’ varsity football games every Friday 

evening this season.  High schools that we will be appearing at include Xavier High School, Appleton 

West High School, Appleton North High School, Appleton East High School, Menasha High School, and 

Fox Valley Lutheran High School.  In addition to these appearances, we will also be leading the 

homecoming parades for Appleton North High School on Friday, September 29th, and for Appleton East 

on Friday, October 6th.  This exposure is in front literally thousands youth and their families is invaluable 

for the American Legion Family, and helps us to continue fulfilling our mission to honor the colors and 

promote patriotism throughout the Fox Cities region. 

• We are proud to be celebrating 40 years of service in 2023 as a showcase color guard unit representing 

the American Legion family. 

• Membership in the Scarlet Guard American Legion Color Guard is open to members of all American 

Legion Posts, American Legion Auxiliary Units, and/or Sons of the American Legion Squadrons.  Our 

current roster includes people that live in Fremont, Mountain, Kimberly, Kaukauna, Appleton, Neenah, 

and Menasha.  Those interested in joining are encouraged to call Eric Stadler (920.450.6907) for more 

information.  We understand that not everyone can march parades.  There are plenty of events that we 

support that do not include long marches or excessive standing.  Uniform is provided except for footwear 

and jacket. 

• Next quarterly meeting is Wednesday, October 18th, 2023, at the Appleton American Legion Post 38, at 

6:00 p.m.  Interested members are welcomed to attend. 

• Follow the Scarlet Guard Color Guard on Facebook for more information on the unit and to see photos of 

our various appearances. 

• Thanks are due to our generous 2023 sponsors: Boyle Auto Sales, Maritime Bar, Sola Salons-Fox Valley, 

and Kampo Electric.  Please patronize them. 

 

3rd Vice Commander’s Report: Club continues to host events. Many things already planned for 2023. August 16th brat 

fry will benefit Glory Honor Flights. Flags arrived for sale. Veterans Day we will be serving Chili and Beer again. 

Events Committee: Still seeking members for committee. All Legion Family is welcome to serve. 

Adjutant’s Report:  

Bills: Nothing new. 

Correspondence: Thank you Rawhide for our donation of $335. Request for a a donation for someone doing the 

“Dancing for the Stars” to raise money for the Old Glory Honor Flight. Letter from the “Visiting Angels” 

assistance program. They contract with the VA to provide free homecare to any Veteran over 65. 

Finance Officer’s Report:  

As of 5/31/2023-Starting balance $35,574.52, 23 withdrawals totaling $9,871.02, 5 deposits totaling $13,343.16.  

Ending balance of $39,046.66. The membership deposit account had transfers in of $4000.00 reflected in the  

withdrawals above. National withdrawals add to $3,630.00. The account started with $1,668.43 and the ending  

balance is $2,038.43. Interest added $0.00. Savings Account #1 has a starting balance of $89,632.23. A dividend 

of $0.00 was paid and a transfer of $0.00 to checking for a balance of $89,632.23. 

This gives us a balance sheet value of $130,717.32. 

Finance and Budgeting: No updates 

Audit: Audit of the Post finances was completed August 10th. No issues. Club finances scheduled on September 

18th @ 5:30. Thanks to Jan Hoffman, Bob Johnson, and Crystal Thieme for volunteering. 

Long Range and Strategic Planning: No new updates 

Education Fund/Scholarship: Beginning account balance $7,777.55. Income distribution $0.15, Change in  

Securities value $-89.17. Portfolio Net Change $-89.02, ending balance $7,688.53. Investments-Fixed Income  

- Muni $6,511.02, Money Market Cash $1177.52, Account total $7,688.53. There is also $49,421.18 within the 

Fox Valley Community Foundation. Deductions of $48.00 have been subtracted. Investment gain of $1,391.47 are 

included. Total Scholarship Account $57,109.71. 

Post Chaplain’s Report: Post has plots available at Riverside. Forms need to be completed and approved by 

Commander or Adjutant/Service Officer along with a $250.00 fee. Those interested, contact Deb Debruin  

At Riverside or Chaplain Bob Johnson. 

Visiting and Volunteer: Volunteers are needed and welcomed. 

Deceased:  David Krueger – 8/23/23 

Recuperating at home or a Nursing Care Facility/Hospital: 



Please keep any our sick/ill members in your thoughts and notify Bob Johnson if anyone is recovering from 

surgery or any other illnesses so we can get them in the newsletter, thank you. 

Bob Johnson-Post 38 Chaplain’s Office   E-mail: rjohnson4116@gmail.com  Phone # 920-454-0842 

Quartermaster: 5 caps ordered. Caps are in and ready to be distributed. 

Historian: No new update. Rose and Karl finished working on adding ribbons on the Past Commanders pictures. 

Need to add ribbons to Department Commander pictures in hall. 

Buildings and Grounds: Motion made by Wase VanRyzin, 2nd by Don Traynor to get estimates to replace the 

plaques by the tanks and plane. Hopefully to be done prior to hosting Department convention next year. Estimates 

came back, Motion made by Jan Hoffman. 2nd by Jarrod Coulter to recommend going with WG Inc. estimate of 

$60 per sign. Motion made by Frank Billings, 2nd by Dave Feld to approve getting the signs. Motion carries. 

House Committee: Phones are in, and work continues to install them. New menus are in and being added to the 

POS. POS system is updated and training is commencing. Meetings are normally on the 2nd Monday @ 5:30pm 

(1730 hours) unless a holiday or event. Visit www.LegionMenu.com for updated menu. House committee will be 

discussing the Post paying some of the insurance and utilities the Club is now paying in full. 

  After Labor Day new menu will be introduced including added chicken wings, and expanded hours. Will be 

open on Thursdays. 

The next meeting will be September 11th @ 1730 hrs. 

Additional Standing Committees:  

Communications: Check out our Facebook page (appleton american legion post no. 38 - Search Results | 

Facebook) and our website (Johnston-Blessman Post 38 (appletonpost38.org)). 

Fundraising: Auxiliary will be selling desserts at the brat fry this year. 

  We raised $6516 on our Old Glory Honor Flight brat Fry on August 16th. We had 25 volunteers working 220 

hours. Thank you for everyone who worked. 

  50/50 raffle tickets are available for sale. Drawing will be December 17th after the Packer game. 5 for $20. 

Constitution and Bylaws: Inactive. 

Nomination Committee: Inactive. 

Ballot Committee: Inactive. 

Activities and Announcements:  

Bowling: Complete for 2023. 

Blood Donor Program: Red Cross Blood Drive dates – October 26th, and December 28th. 2023. Book is at all 

meetings, please update your information. If you are a member and donate, please add to the donor book. Visit the 

Red Cross website to sign up. 1-800-Red Cross (1-800-733-2767). 

Conferences:  

9th District Fall Conference: Will be held in Algoma on October 21st, 2023. Delegates are Jan Hoffman,  

Ed Domek, Dave Baumann, Jarrod Coulter, Wade VanRyzin, and Carl Abendroth. 

Mid-Winter Conference: January 18-21, 2024 in LaCrosse. 

9th District Spring Conference: Green Bay, Post 539, date TBD 

County Council: Next meeting is on September 13th, 2023, 6:30 pm. Dave Baumann & Jonathan Reid will 

attend. Meeting will be at Post 38 for the next year. 

Golf: 

Department Convention: In Appleton July 10-14, 2024. Will need plenty of volunteers. 

The American Legion Family: 

SAL: See addendum below. Flying Flags for Heroes project. Placing flags at gravesites. National SAL  

Campaign. https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/  

The American Legion Auxiliary: Looking for people to write cards to Wisconsin Challenge Academy cadets 

with words of encouragement. Rose Heinz has the address as well as some cards for folks to fill out and send. 

Donation from Unit 38’s Poppy sales of $300 was presented to the post. 

  2024 Poppy Day 2nd weekend in May. 

The American Legion Riders: No new updates.  

Unfinished Business: Hamburgers and/or brats will be the meal before the meeting, prepared by the Club.  

New Business: The Milwaukee Brewers announced the continuation of Military Sundays for the 2023 season. See flyers 

for more info. Ed and Jan got prices for printed T-Shirts for the Post and volunteers. 

Good of The American Legion: Statement from the Sergeant of Arms: No one touches the preamble scroll except Frank 

Billing. Club 38 is in need of employees and is asking if anyone knows anyone that would like to cook or wait, let Mike 

know. The American Legion College is online. Go online to register at https://wilegion.org/legion-college/ 

 

mailto:rjohnson4116@gmail.com
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Member Attendance: There were 32 members and 5 guests/dignitaries in attendance. 

 
Member drawing $100.00 (no winner so $150 for the October meeting) 

290 – Darrell Krause 

360 – Paul Mullins 

130 – David Elliott 

 

$25 Drawing – Troy Bolen 

 

Meeting adjourned @ 1955 hrs 

Next Executive meeting is September 25th. 

Next Post meeting is October 2nd. 

Respectfully Submitted by: Dave Baumann 

  
SAL addendum submitted by Al Watry: 

Notes/report from the squadron: 

I have recently returned from our National Convention, it was a warm and informative trip to Charlotte, NC.    It did 

remind me to send out the following two links in case anyone is interested in some of the benefits which you are eligible 

for as a Legion Family Member. 

https://www.thelit.com/ 

Member Discounts | The American Legion 

In general, because the Sons of the American Legion is a program of the American Legion, a SAL Member is 

eligible for all Discounts which are offered for Legion Members.  But you may want to double check each one 

you are interested individually. 

With regards to the two web sites: 

-          The first one is an Insurance Program which provides a lot of rider/Insurance Options which may 

members participate in, which includes a No Cost Legion Care. 

-          The second has many other benefits, segregated by topic/service. 

You may need to create a “myLegion.org” account to be able to apply for these.  To create that account you will 

need your SAL Membership Number, please contact your Squadron for that information.    And do not hesitate to 

contact me with any other questions you may have at this time. 

  

Now, on with our normal monthly notes and comments: 

• Membership 

o Our 100% goal this year is 110 members, thank you to everyone who continues their membership with us 

and find new members. 

o The Yearly Membership Renewal Packets were finished this morning and will be going in the mail this 

afternoon.  Please review and send back your membership information card as well as your 2024 dues. 

o Thank you to the 17 members who were proactive and sought me out already and renewed, we are well 

on our way to reaching out 2024 membership goals. 

• Upcoming Activities/Volunteer Needs 

o Thank you for everyone who supported/helped with the Brat Fry for the Old Glory Honor Flight!! 

o Post is looking for help at the stand will run at Oktoberfest on Sept 30th.   This will be a wristband booth 

and need between 8-12 volunteers for the majority of the day.  Please contact Dave Baumann (or me) if 

you are able to help with this key fund raiser 

o Fall Ball is starting very soon, stop by to watch a game and/or help with this extension of the Legion 

Baseball program 

o Looking for someone to coordinate the Oratorical Contest for Post 38. 

o The Post is gearing up for the 50/50 Raffle again, to be pulled at the New Years Eve Gathering, can 

always use help selling tickets.  Also contact me if you would like to purchase some tickets. 

o The next Blood Drive being held at the Post will be Oct 26th 

• Late October/November, while a couple months away, is always a great time to try to get a visit to the Post 

scheduled.  Special Activities include: 

o Veterans Day Ceremonies and gathering 

o Army-Navy Game 

o Toys for Tots collection 
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o Marching in the Appleton Christmas Parade (more to come on that activity) 

o Prepping for Fish Fry and/or Breakfast with Santa 

• As always there are many opportunities for people to continue to volunteer.  I can connect you with the right 

person if you are interesting in joining: 

o Scarlet Guard – continue to stay busy with High School Football Games and many other presentations. 

o Funeral Honors – a very important piece of honoring our veterans and helping the families through their 

loss 

o House Committee – looking for people/ideas to continue to grow business for Club 38 

o Building and Grounds – for those who are handy with their hands 

o And others, you can read more on the WebSite or in the meeting Notes which David Baumann sends out. 

  

Thank you for all you are doing for our Veterans, our Active Service Personnel, their families, and our Country!!! 

  

For God and Country, 

 

Allen J Watry 

  
Sons of The American Legion 
SAL Department Commander 
Wi Squadron 38 Adjutant 
awatry@mindspring.com 
920-997-4629 
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